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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

is  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  as  a non-stock  nonprofit  tax  exempt  corporation. 

Your  contributions  are  tax  deductible 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage  and  promote  interest  in  numismatics,  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage 
and  assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these 
objectives.  Dues  are  $5  per  year  and  entitles  participants  to  NOW  News,  this  quarterly  publication.  Among 
the  services  offered  are  coin  authentication,  a Speaker’s  Bureau,  show  calendar  coordination  and  guidelines 
to  assist  coin  clubs  hosting  the  annual  NOW  convention. 
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I hope  that  all  had  a good  holiday 
season.  The  spring  shows  are  right 
around  the  corner  and  the  end  of 
winter  is  in  sight.  For  those  of  you 
that  enjoy  outdoor  winter  activities, 
may  snow  be  wherever  you  go,  enjoy 
it  while  you  can. 

In  my  last  message,  I touched  on 
changes  that  will  be  taking  place  with 
NOW.  The  most  obvious  of  those 
changes  has  been  the  increase  in 
dues  for  reasons  that  have  already 
been  explained.  I sincerely  hope  that 
the  value  of  membership  is  appreci- 
ated and  instead  of  slipping  in  mem- 
berships that  we  continue  to  grow 
and  serve  more  collectors. 

In  January,  I sent  out  a letter  to  NOW 
Member  Clubs.  In  it  I explained  some 
of  the  opportunities  that  are  cur- 
rently being  explored.  I hope  that  the 
officers  of  those  clubs  have  shared 
the  contents  with  all  of  their  mem- 
bers. I do  want  to  hit  on  the  high- 
lights of  that  letter  at  this  time. 

NOW  News  will  continue  to  be  our 
primary  communication  tool.  In  it  you 
will  be  regularly  updated  on  activities 
in  and  around  Wisconsin.  You  will  be 
able  to  enjoy  well  written  and  infor- 
mative articles  that  enhance  your 
enjoyment  of  the  many  facets  of 
numismatics. 


Also  being  diseased  and  actively  investi- 
gated are:  a NOW  website,  a speaker’s 
bureau  for  club  meetings  and  shows,  coin 
collecting  clinics,  traveling  displays  and  a 
scholarship  and  awards  program.  As 
more  ideas  are  presented  and  expanded 
upon,  those  will  be  included  also.  The 
interest  is  to  make  NOW  more  dynamic 
and  involved  with  our  member  clubs  and 
collectors. 

NOW  has  so  much  to  offer.  As  projects 
are  developed  we  will  keep  all  informed.  I 
cannot  wait  until  I can  make  my  next 
updates  to  you. 

Until  next  time,  I shall  remain  yours  in 
Numismatics. 
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Buying  Wisconsin  Nationals 

(Trades  also  considered) 
also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wisconsin 


Please  contact  me  ANYTIME 


Bob  McNeill  NOW  #1011 

P.O.  Box  301  608-935-5021 

Dodgeville,  WI  53533  608-555-5021  (cell) 

ragpicker  @version.net 


2 


Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

303  E.  College  Avenue 
Appleton,  Wl 

51st 

Annual  Spring 
Coin  Show 

Sunday,  April  9, 2006 
9 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Free  Admission 


Wave  Bar  (formerly  Tornado’s) 

2350  N.  Casaloma  Drive,  Appleton,  WI 
Next  to  the  Timber  Rattlers  Stadium 


U.S.  $10  gold  piece  - 1st  Prize 
Silver  Dollars,  Proof  Sets,  plus  other  valuable  prizes 

Drawings  3:00  p.m. 
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ANA 

Highlights 


ANA  Offers  Posters,  Exhibit 
Templates  and  More  for  2006 
National  Coin  Week  Celebration 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  and 
the  coin  collecting  hobby  will  celebrate 
National  Coin  Week  April  1 6-22  with  the 
theme,  “A  Penny  Saved  is  History  Learned.” 

To  help  collectors  encourage  people  in  their 
communities  discover  the  fun  of  collecting, 
ANA  has  developed  materials,  including  a 
complete  PDF  ready-to-print  two-case 
exhibit,  “Benjamin  Franklin:  A Man  for  all 
Times.” 


For  more  information  about  the  ANA,  contact 
them  at  71 9-632-2646  or  visit  their  website 
at  www.MONEY.org. 


ANA  Gives  Consumer 
Fraud  Alert 

Take  care  to  research  paid  advertisements 
designed  to  look  like  newspaper  articles. 

Many  ads  will  make  reference  to  “U.S.”  or 
“United  States”  and  this  does  not  always 
mean  a government  agency  is  involved. 

Before  “diving  in”  we  encourage  you  to  check 
with  a reputable  dealer.  More  often  than 
not  you  will  gain  valuable  information  and  will 
be  able  to  order  the  same  product  at  a 
reasonable  price. 

Any  questions??  E-mail  ANA’s  Consumer 
Protection  Coordinator  at 
consumerawareness@monev.ora. 

* ★ 


“We  are  excited  to  offer  these  innovative 
resources  on-line  so  collectors  can  host  their 
own  displays,”  said  ANA  Museum  Director 
Tiffanie  Bueschel.  “All  they  need  to  add  are 
their  own  numismatic  materials.” 

The  full-color  exhibit  template,  posters,  a 
sample  press  release  and  proclamation, 
images  and  a promotional  brochure  are  all 
available  at  www.monev.ora.  Click  on 
“National  Coin  Week”  from  the  “Numismatic 
Events”  drop-down  menu. 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  is  a 
nonprofit  educational  organization  dedicated 
to  educating  and  encouraging  people  to 
study  and  collect  money  and  related  items. 
With  nearly  33,000  members,  the  Associa- 
tion serves  the  academic  community, 
collectors  and  the  general  public  with  an 
interest  in  numismatics.  The  ANA  helps  all 
people  discover  and  explore  the  world  of 
money  through  its  vast  array  of  programs 
including  its  education  and  outreach,  mu- 
seum, library,  publications,  conventions  and 
seminars. 


2007  Milwaukee  ANA  Convention 

“Collecting  Coins  Captures  Time” 
(Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow) 

With  the  turn  into  2006  and  the  ANA  2007 
1 1 6th  Anniversary  Convention  in  Milwaukee 
just  over  1 8 months  away,  local  planning 
activities  are  ramping  up  in  intensity.  The 
committee  chairpersons  and  involved  volun- 
teers reflect  the  involvement  of  the  3 host 
clubs  - Numismatists  of  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee 
Numismatic  Society  and  South  Shore  Coin 
Club  --  along  with  the  5 supporting  clubs  from 
southeastern  Wisconsin  - Waukesha  Coin 
Club,  Ozaukee  Coin  Club,  Midwest  Chapter  of 
the  International  Bank  Note  Society,  Racine 
Numismatic  Society  and  Kenosha  Coin  Club  - 
are  all  dedicated  to  delivering  the  best  ever 
experience  to  all  attendees,  be  they  collec- 
tors, exhibitors,  dealers,  or  those  interested 
in  other  program  participation. 

* * * 
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If  you  collect  U.S. 


£oSete  Qui^o  ^sTcom^Bluga 


COINS 

Check  out  Coin  Pricesl 


Updated  values  for  all  U.S.  coins,  1793  to  date,  are 
yours  every  two  months  in  Coin  Prices.  Keep  on 
top  of  current  values  for  the  coins  you  collect.  You 
can  be  sure  you’ll  get  the  most  recent  values  in 
every  issue. 


Credit  card  customers  dial  toll-free 

800-258-0929,  Offer  ABBGUE 

Mon.-Fri.  7 am  - 8 pm;  Sal.  8 am  - 2 pm.  CST 


O Yes!  Send  me  one-half  year  (3  issues) 
of  Coin  Prices 

One-half  year  (3  issues)  U.S.  only $9.95 

Name 


Address, 
City 


O Check  or  money  order 

(to  Coin  Prices , payable  in  U.S.  funds) 

O MasterCard  O Visa 
O Discover/Novus  O American  Express 

Credit  Card  No. 

Expires:  Mo. 

Signature 

Phone 


State 


E-mail 


It  is  ok  to  send  me  offers  and  information  via  e-mail.  O Yes  O No 


Payable  in  U.S.  funds. 

Coin  Prices 

Circulation  Dept.  ABBGUE,  700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990-0001 
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Book 

Nook 


Trade  Token  Book  Updated 

The  3rd  edition  of  A Compendium  of  Canadian 
Municipal  Trade  Tokens  by  Serge  Pelletier  is 
now  available. 

Editor,  Ray  Desjardins,  says  “For  the  most 
part,  prices  are  strong  with  some  rather 
spectacular  increases  in  the  collector  pieces 
with  low  mintage.  There  is  also  a renewed 
interest  in  varieties  and  silver  pieces.” 

New  in  this  edition  is  a section  that  lists  all 
catalog  numbers.  The  1 58-page  spiral 
publication  includes  more  than  1,700  Cana- 
dian municipal  trade  tokens  known  to  date  in 
all  metals  except  gold  and  platinum. 

Also  provided  is  a reference  number,  denomi- 
nation, year,  short  description  of  obverse  and 
reverse,  metal,  mintage  and  value  for  each. 

Tokens  are  presented  by  provinces  and 
territory  with  municipalities  in  alphabetical 
order.  The  tokens  are  listed  chronologically. 
There  is  also  a built-in  checklist  included  for 
the  convenience  of  Canadian  municipal  trade 
token  collectors. 

The  book  is  available  for  $1 3.95  from  the 
publisher,  Eligi  Consultants,  Inc.  Call  613-823- 
3844  or  e-mail  them  at  info@eliai.ca 

[source:  Numismatic  News] 


Ancient  Coin  Collecting 

2nd  Edition  /Vol.  I 

This  book  was  written  by  Wayne  Sayles  and  is 
a road  map  to  finding  your  way  around 
ancient  coin  fraternity.  More  than  300 
photos,  many  tables  and  charts  and  a pronun- 
ciation guide.  Learn  how  to  buy  and  sell 
coins  effectively.  The  31 2-page  handbook 
sells  for  $29.95.  Contact  Wayne  Sayles,  P.O. 
Box  91 1 , Gainesville,  MO  65655. 


The  Red  Book 
Now  60  Years  Old 

Having  first  appeared  in  1 946,  with  the 
inaugural  edition  of  R.S.  Yeoman’s  A Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins,  the  Red  Book  is 
turning  60. 

The  book  will  debut  earlier  than  usual  so  that 
it  ties  in  with  the  ANA  National  Money  Show 
April  7-9  in  Atlanta.  Red  Book  editor,  Ken 
Bressett,  who  has  written  and  edited  the 
book  since  1 959  will  be  on  hand  at  the  show 
to  autograph  copies  of  the  60th  edition. 

The  Red  Book  offers  an  annual  analysis  of  the 
coin  market  and  prices  more  than  6.000 
coins,  with  nearly  30,000  individual  values. 

This  60th  edition  includes  more  than  700 
new  full-color  photographs  updated  mintages 
and  coin  values,  new  auction  records,  addi- 
tional pattern  pieces,  expanded  coverage  of 
Civil  War  tokens,  and  the  latest  commem- 
oratives,  sets  and  other  coins. 

Included  in  the  60th  edition  is  an  appendix  of 
the  top  250  historical  coin  auction  prices. 

The  41  6-page  spiral  book  is  fully  illustrated  in 
color  and  sells  for  $1 4.95  or  $1  6.95  for  the 
hardcover  edition.  It  will  be  available  at  coin 
shops  and  general  book  stores. 

[source:  Numismatic  News] 
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Coin 

Club 

News 


Racine  Elects  Officers 

The  Racine  Numismatic  Society  held  its 
election  of  officers  on  January  1 2th.  Filling 
the  positions  are:  Bill  Spencer,  president;  Dick 
Gross,  vice  president;  George  Conrad,  trea- 
surer and  Dick  Roskres,  secretary.  Members 
were  also  cautioned  that  thieves  had  broken 
into  Rawley  Taylor’s  car  and  Hobo  nickels 
were  stolen. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

A special  program  was  presented  by  Peter 
Blochowiak  of  Bonafied  Safe  & Lock,  Inc. 

Peter  showed  the  members  materials  that 
were  used  for  different  types  of  safes  and 
answered  numerous  questions.  He  also 
offered  members  a special  discount  on  the 
safes  if  they  mentioned  they  were  from  the 
South  Shore  Coin  Club. 


Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Eighteen  members  and  one  guest  attended 
the  February  meeting.  John  Helm  gave  a 
presentation  on  Civil  War  Tokens.  The 
Club  has  accomplished  a lot  in  the  short 
time  that  they  have  been  organized  -- 
they  have  good  programs,  great  exhibits; 
swap  and  auction  nights  and  host  an  annual 
coin  show. 


Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

The  winner  of  the  full  scholarship  to  the 
2006  ANA  Summer  Seminar  was  Tom  Casper, 
with  a partial  scholarship  awarded  to  Lee 
Hartz.  Congratulatons! 

The  program  for  the  February  meeting  was 
the  ANA  2007  Convention  Planning  preview 
with  guest  Brenda  Bishop,  ANA  Convention 
Director,  and  Cliff  Mishler,  General  Chairman. 
Brenda  came  from  Colorado  Spriings  to 
answer  questions  about  the  convention  in 
general,  the  role  the  club  would  play  as  a co- 
host club  and  on  an  individual  basis  how 
members  can  help  by  volunteering. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Home  Security  was  the  topic  of  the  January 
meeting.  MaryAnn  Thurber  from  the  Madison 
Police  Department  reported  that  Madison  has 
300-400  robberies  each  year.  She  had  tips 
for  safety  in  your  car,  traveling  on  public 
transportation,  in  elevators,  hotels  as  well  as 
safety  at  home. 

The  first  rule  of  safety  is  to  always  let 
someone  know  where  you  are,  who  you  are 
with,  and  when  you’ll  be  home.  Go  with  a 
friend  whenever  possible  and  be  alert  to  your 
surroundings.  This  rule  is  for  everyone  (not 
just  kids). 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

The  April  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Renais- 
sance Festival  in  Eau  Claire  to  promote  the 
hobby  of  coin  collecting  to  South  Middle 
School  students  and  the  community.  The 
club’s  website  is  54701.com/coinclub. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Show 

Plan  to  attend  the  April  9th  coin  show  in 
Appleton.  The  show  will  be  held  at  the  same 
location,  but  the  name  has  been  changed  to 
“Wave  Bar”  --  (see  ad  & map  on  page  3). 
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New  Color  of  Money 
Safer,  Smarter,  More  Secure 

[U.S.  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing] 

On  March  2nd  the  Federal  Reserve  banks 
began  distributing  the  redesigned  Series 
2004  $10  notes  to  the  public  through 
commercial  banks.  The  notes  began  circulat- 
ing in  the  United  States  and  will  then  be 
introduced  in  other  countries  in  the  days  and 
weeks  following  as  international  banks  place 
orders  for  $1 0 notes  from  the  Federal 
Reserve.  Businesses  that  handle  cash  and 
use  machines  that  receive  or  dispense  cash 
should  make  final  preparations  for  the  new 
notes. 

New  money  designs  are  being  issued  as  part 
of  an  ongoing  effort  to  stay  ahead  of  coun- 
terfeiting and  to  protect  the  economy  and 
the  hard-earned  money  of  the  U.S.  currency 
users.  The  new  series  began  with  the 
introduction  of  the  $20  note  on  October  9, 
2003,  and  continued  with  the  $50  note 
issued  on  September  28,  2004. 

* * * 

PCGS  Announces  Coin  Trading  Prize 

To  celebrate  its  20th  anniversary,  Profes- 
sional Coin  Grading  Service  announced  the 
PCGS  2006  World  Series  of  Coin  Trading,  a 
competition  with  two  $10,000  top  prizes. 

The  fantasy  adventure  will  allow  contestants 
to  build  imaginary  numismatic  portfolios 


using  a fake  stake  of  $1  million.  The  prize 
money,  on  the  other  hand,  will  be  real. 

What  would  you  buy  if  you  had  a million 
dollars  to  spend  on  rare  coins,  and  if  some 
of  the  coins  went  sharply  up  or  down  in 
price,  what  would  you  sell  and  what  coins 
would  you  buy  in  their  place?  “We’re 
looking  for  the  best  rare  coin  traders  among 
professionals  and  collectors”  said  David  Hall, 
PCGS  founder  and  president  of  Collectors 
Universe.  There  will  be  two  divisions  of 
competition...  one  open  to  PCGS  authorized 
dealers;  the  other  for  members  of  the  PCGS 
Collectors  Club.  The  contest  will  run  to 
December  31  st. 

The  top  professional  and  top  collector 
whose  hypothetical  portfolios  are  the  most 
profitable  each  at  the  closing  of  the  compe- 
tition will  receive  cash  prizes  of  $10,000. 
There  will  also  be  quarterly  prizes  of  $1 ,000 
awarded  in  each  division  to  the  traders 
whose  portfolios  go  up  the  most  in  each  of 
the  3 quarters,  ending  June  30,  September 
30  and  December  31 . 

There’s  no  fee  to  participate  in  the  contest. 
For  complete  details  and  to  register  online, 
go  to  their  website  at  www.PCGS.com. 

[ref.  Numismatic  News] 

* * * 
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US  Mint  at  Denver  Celebrates 
100  Years  of  Change 

The  United  States  Mint  at  Denver  commemo- 
rated 1 00  years  of  service  to  the  American 
people  in  a centennial  celebration  at  its 
historic  facility  last  month.  It  was  February  1 , 
1 906  when  the  U.S.  Mint  at  Denver  struck  its 
first  coins  using  3 coining  presses.  The 
theme  of  the  centennial  commemoration  was 
“100  Years  of  Change.”  For  1 00  years  this 
Mint  at  Denver  manufactured  some  of  the 
world’s  finest  coins  and  served  proudly  in  the 
history  of  American  coinage. 

Acting  Director  Lebryk  and  Plant  Manager, 

Tim  Riley  presented  a time  capsule  to  be 
placed  inside  the  doors  of  the  Italian  Renais- 
sance style  building  modeled  a century  ago 
after  a Florentine  Palace.  Among  other  items, 
the  time  capsule  contains  a set  of  2006 
uncirculated  coins  minted  in  Denver  and  a 
scroll  signed  by  every  current  employee. 

During  the  entire  year  of  1 906  the  Denver 
Mint  produced  about  1 67  million  gold  and 
silver  coins  valued  at  $27  million.  Today  the 
Mint  strikes  nearly  that  many  coins  in  a week, 
or  about  30  million  coins  a day.  That  adds  up 
to  nearly  eight  billion  coins  per  year  (cents, 
nickels,  dimes,  quarters,  half-dollars  and 
Golden  Dollars).  This  year  will  be  historic 
because  it  will  include  production  of  the 
Colorado  commemorative  quarter-dollar  coin, 
which  is  part  of  the  50  State  Quarters 
Program. 

The  Denver  Mint  is  rich  in  history,  beginning 
in  1858  when  gold  was  discovered  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  of  Colorado.  Miners,  mer- 
chants and  settlers  moved  to  Colorado  with 
dreams  of  riches.  A year  later,  the  city  of 
Denver  was  founded;  and  in  1 863,  the  U.S. 
Government  established  a United  States 
Assay  Office.  Operations  began  in  the 
facilities  of  Clark,  Gruber  and  Company, 
formerly  a private  firm  then  located  at  1 6th 
and  Market  Streets  and  acquired  by  the 


Government  for  $25,000.  Gold  and  nuggets 
brought  there  by  miners  from  the  surrounding 
area  were  accepted  by  the  Assay  Office  for 
assaying  and  melting,  and  then  stamped  with 
their  weight  and  quality.  By  1 895,  the  Assay 
Office  was  booming,  bringing  in  more  than 
$5.6  million  in  gold  and  silver  deposits 
annually. 

In  1 904  the  Federal  Government  decided  to 
convert  the  Assay  Office  into  a working  mint. 
A much  grander  facility  was  built,  and  coinage 
operations  began  in  February  1 906.  The 
beautiful  United  States  Mint  at  Denver 
remains  one  of  Colorado’s  oldest  institutions 
and  most  treasured  historic  sites. 

* * * 

Old  San  Francisco  Mint 
Gets  Ship 

[ref.  Numismatic  News] 

The  remains  of  an  1818  whaling  ship  will  have 
a home  in  the  Old  Mint  in  San  Francisco  when 
it  becomes  a museum. 

Its  hull  is  almost  intact,  the  1 88-year  old  ship, 
found  last  fall  by  workers  digging  the  founda- 
tion for  a high-rise  building,  will  be  the 
featured  attraction  in  the  History  Museum 
when  it  opens  in  2008,  according  to  an  article 
in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Maritime  archeologists  believe  the  ship,  one 
of  dozens  thought  to  be  hidden  under  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco,  is  the  3-masted  bark 
Candace. 

Similar  to  the  whalers  in  the  novel  Moby  Dick, 
the  Candace  was  built  in  Boston  and  was  used 
for  years  to  hunt  sperm  whales  in  the  South 
Atlantic,  the  Pacific  and  the  Indian  ocean. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  the 
ship  was  also  one  of  the  first  American  flag 
merchant  ships  to  trade  in  the  Pacific  long 
before  California  and  the  Oregon  Territory 
gained  statehood. 
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British  Royal  Mint  Honors 
150th  Anniversary  of  the 
Victoria  Cross 

The  British  Royal  Mint  has  struck  two  new 
50  pence  coin  designs  in  honor  of  the  1 50th 
anniversary  of  the  institution  of  the  Victoria 
Cross,  Britain’s  highest  award  for  gallantry  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy.  The  Royal  Warrant, 
which  initiated  the  medal,  was  signed  by 
Queen  Victoria  at  Buckingham  Palace  on 
January  29,  1 856. 

The  Victoria  Cross  is  the  highest  award  for 
gallantry  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  that  can  be 
awarded  to  British  and  Commonwealth  forces. 
All  who  have  received  this  most  prestigious  of 
decorations  have  shown  immense  bravery  and 
steadfast  devotion  to  duty. 

The  first  reverse  design  illustrates  an  example 
of  an  act  of  bravery  and  is  designed  by 
renowned  sculptor  Clive  Duncan.  “Each  and 
every  time  the  coins  cross  our  palms,  I would 
like  to  feel  that  thoughts  of  those  who  have 
acted  so  bravely  will  cross  our  minds”  says 
Duncan. 

The  second  reverse  focuses  on  the  actual 
medal,  with  its  distinctive  cross  patte  (as  in 
the  Maltese  cross)  and  depicts  the  date  of 
the  signing  of  the  Royal  Warrant.  It  is  de- 
signed by  Royal  Mint  engraver  Claire  Aldridge 
and  is  her  first  “solo”  design.  The  obverse  of 
both  coins  features  the  portrait  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  by  Ian  Rank-Broadley,  FRBS,  which 
has  appeared  on  United  Kingdom  coins  since 
1998. 

The  first  presentation  of  the  Victoria  Cross 
took  place  publicly  in  June  1 857  in  Hyde  Park, 
where  Queen  Victoria  invested  sailors  and 
soldiers  who  had  fought  in  the  Crimean  War. 
The  most  recent  award,  announced  in  2005, 
was  that  given  to  Private  Johnson  Beharry 
who  is  serving  in  the  Princess  of  Wales’  Royal 
Regiment  in  Iraq.  Only  a little  more  than 


1 300  awards 
have  been 
made  over  the 
1 50  year 
period  since  the 
medal’s  incep- 
tion. 

Commenting  on 
the  official 
launch  of  the 
two  coins,  Alan 
Wallace, 

Director  of 

Collector  Coin  said  “The  Royal  Mint  is  honored 
to  be  acknowledging  this  historic  anniversary 
and  the  brave  soldiers  who  have  been 
awarded  the  Victoria  Cross  over  the  last  1 50 
years.  We  hope  that  the  coins  will  be  trea- 
sured by  collectors,  servicemen  and  the 
general  public  alike.” 

The  coins  are  available  now  in  a Brilliant 
Uncirculated  2-coin  presentation  folder.  Gold 
and  silver  Proof  versions  of  the  coin  will  be 
available  in  April.  Both  coin  designs  will  be 
released  into  general  circulation  on  April  3rd. 

Prices  of  the  Presentation  Folder  are  $1 1 .95 
U.S.;  $1  3.95  Canadian.  To  order  call  1-800- 
221-1215. 

History  of  the  50  pence  Coin 

In  1 969  the  1 0-shilling  note  was  replaced  by 
the  50  pence  coin.  The  distinctive  7-sided 
shape  involved  a great  deal  of  research  and 
consultation  because  it  was  the  first  coin  to 
be  struck  in  the  shape  of  an  equilateral  curve 
heptagon.  The  smaller  and  lighter  50  pence 
coin  in  circulation  today  was  issued  on 
September  1 , 1 997.  A number  of  other 
important  events  have  been  commemorated 
on  recent  50  pence  coins,  including  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  D-day  landings  in  1 994, 
Women’s  Suffrage  in  2003,  the  British  Public 
Library  in  2000  and  the  250th  anniversary  of 
Samuel  Johnson’s  first  English  Dictionary  in 
2005. 
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Celebrity  Notes 

[Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engraving] 

Currency  notes  upon  which  the  portraits  of 
well-known  personalties  (such  as  Santa  Claus 
and  movie  stars)  are  temporarily  affixed,  are 
for  the  most  part  found  to  be  genuine  United 
States  currency.  Private  businesses  produce 
these  novelty  items  by  purchasing  new 
currency  notes  from  banks  and  subsequently 
apply  the  picture  of  a well-known  personality 
over  the  engraved  portrait  on  the  bill  by 
means  of  a pressure-sensitive  adhesive. 

These  businesses  then  charge  their  custom- 
ers premium  prices. 

At  least  two  statutes  that  may  apply  to 
celebrity  notes  are  1 8 U.S.C.  §333  and  §475. 
1 8 U.S.C.  § 333  provides  “Whoever  muti- 
lates, cuts,  defaces,  disfigures  or  perforates, 
or  unites  or  cements  together,  or  does  any 
other  thing  to  any  bank  bill,  draft,  note  or 
other  evidence  of  debt  issued  by  any  national 
banking  association,  or  Federal  Reserve  bank, 
or  the  Federal  Reserve  System,  with  the 
intent  to  render  such  bank  bill,  draft,  note,  or 
other  evidence  of  debt  unfit  to  be  reissued 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $1 00  or  impris- 
oned not  more  than  6 months  or  both.” 

Additionally  1 8 U.S.C.  §475  subjects  to 
punishment  anyone  who  writes,  prints,  or 
otherwise  impresses  upon  or  attaches  to  any 
such  instrument,  obligation,  or  security,  or 
any  coin  of  the  United  States,  any  business  or 
professional  card,  notice,  or  advertisement, 
or  any  notice  or  advertisement  whatever.... 
The  prohibition  contained  in  section  475  may 
apply  when  a celebrity  note  is  being  used  as  a 
form  of  commercial  advertising. 

A determination  of  the  legality  of  any  particu- 
lar celebrity  note  is  a matter  within  the 
authority  of  the  Department  of  Justice. 

The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing’s 
position  regarding  this  matter  is  that  this  and 
similar  other  treatments  of  United  States 
currency  are  demeaning.  This  type  of 
enterprise  is  neither  endorsed  nor  authorized 
by  officials  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing. 


Star  Notes 

[Bureau  of  Engraving] 

When  an  imperfect  note  is  detected  during 
the  manufacturing  process  after  the  serial 
number  has  been  overprinted,  it  must  be 
replaced  with  a new  note.  A “star”  note  is 
used  to  replace  the  imperfect  note.  Reus- 
ing that  exact  serial  number  to  replace  the 
imperfect  note  is  costly  and  time  consum- 
ing. The  “star”  note  has  its  own  special 
serial  number  followed  by  a star  in  place  of 
a suffix  letter.  The  serial  number  of  the 
imperfect  note  that  was  removed  is  not 
used  again  in  the  same  numbering 
sequence. 

k ★ 

Origin  of  the 
Dollar  Sign 

Unlike  the  symbol  for 
the  British  pounds 
sterling  £ the  dollar  sign 
is  not  an  official  designa- 
tion sign  of  United 
States  Currency. 

The  $ appears  on 
several  types  of  revenue  and  fee  stamps 
issued  by  the  government,  but  has  never 
been  used  on  U.S.  coin  or  currency.  The 
letters  “U.S.”  are  used  in  various  combina- 
tions on  our  paper  money  but  never  as  a 
dollar  sign. 

The  Portuguese  used  the  $ mark,  called 
“CIFRAO’  as  the  symbol  for  thousands  as 
early  as  the  1 6th  century. 

Example:  The  figure  2,385  was  written 
2$385.  The  Spaniards  used  the  same  sign 
for  the  same  purpose  and  called  it  the 
“CALDERON”. 

Our  dollar  sign  is  a modification  of  the  old 
Mexican  “P”  for  pesos,  piastres  and  pieces 
of  eight. 


Ohio  Liquidating 
Coin  Fund 

[ref.  Numismatic  News] 

The  1 00-lot  mail  sale  estimated  at  $7 
million  of  mostly  slabbed,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins  from  the  Capital  Coin  Fund, 
formerly  administered  by  Tom  Noe  will  be 
auctioned  off  next  month. 

The  state  of  Ohio  is  ridding  itself  of  the  coin 
fund  following  the  resignation  and  arrest  of 
Noe  who  was  charged  February  1 3th  with 
53  felonies  alleging  that  he  stole  more  than 
$1  million  and  laundered  more  than  $2 
million  from  the  coin  funds. 

The  coins  in  the  sale  are  all  Mint  State  or 
proof.  All  the  coins  are  graded  and  slabbed 
by  either  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
or  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation.  They 
include  an  1 835  $5  in  Proof-68,  an  1 856-S 
$2.50  in  MS-67,  an  1 840  $5  in  MS-66,  a 
1 909-lndian  Head  eagle  in  MS-67  and  a 
1 795  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  in  MS-66. 
There  are  also  24  $10,000  notes  from  the 
Binion  Hoard  with  PCGS  currency  grades 
ranging  from  “Apparent  New”  62  to  “Gem 
New”  65. 

The  complete  list  of  coins  is  available  to 
view  online  at  www.frostbrowntodd.com/ 
coins.  They  can  be  viewed  in  person  in 
Columbus,  Ohio  beginning  March  21st.  Bids 
must  be  received  by  5 p.m.  March  29th. 

Those  wishing  to  view  the  lots  in  person 
must  provide  a refundable  cash  deposit  of 
$1 0,000,  to  be  wired  to  the  firm. 

Contact  information  is  William  King 
(614)734-2717;  e-mail  bking@dsi.biz. 

The  Capital  Coin  Fund  was  set  up  as  an 
investment  for  the  Ohio  Bureau  of  Workers’ 
Compensation,  but  Noe  was  charged  with 
forgery,  money  laundering,  tampering  with 
records,  aggravated  theft,  grand  theft  and 
engaging  in  a pattern  of  corrupt  activity 


under  the  Racketeer  Influenced  and  Corrupt 
Organizations  (RICO)  Act. 

Noe  faces  more  than  1 72  years  in  prison  if 
convicted.  He  pleaded  innocent  and  was 
released  from  the  Lucas  County  jail  after  he 
posted  a $500,000  bond.  No  trial  date  has 
been  set. 

★ ★ * 

Ancient  Coin  Collecting  Was 
Once  the  Hobby  of  Kings... 

...  and  indeed  it  was  in  the  post  Renaissance 
period.  The  hobby  still  enjoys  a certain 
prestige  in  the  collecting  world,  but  it  no 
longer  is  a hobby  where  wealth  is  a prerequi- 
site to  successful  pursuit.  Ancient  coins  of 
great  historical  interest  often  sell  in  today’s 
market  for  less  than  the  price  of  a video 
tape,  a popular  novel  or  a round  of  golf. 

Collecting  ancient  coins  is  one  of  the  oldest 
forms  of  collecting  known.  From  the  very 
beginning  of  coinage  in  the  western  world,  in 
the  late  7th  or  early  6th  century  B.C.  people 
admired  the  intricacy  and  diversity  of  designs 
which  mint  masters  employed.  The  ancient 
world  was  not  all  that  much  different  from 
our  own.  People  who  lived  then  faced  similar 
problems  and  hurdles  in  their  lives,  and  they 
believed  strongly  in  values  that  many  people 
still  have  today. 

We  can  learn  much  from  the  images  on  their 
coins  and  the  thousands  of  years  that 
separate  us  tend  to  vanish  when  we  hold  a 
coin  in  our  hand.  If  you  have  a fascination 
with  history,  you  will  be  enthralled  with 
ancient  coins.  They  are  unlike  anything  else 
in  numismatics  and  for  good  reason.  Collect- 
ing ancient  coins  was  known  in  past  centuries 
as  the  hobby  of  Kings.  Only  the  educated 
nobility  were  aware  of  their  appeal.  Today 
anyone  can  collect  them  and  it’s  not  neces- 
sarily an  expensive  hobby. 

[ref.  Celetor  Ancient  Coin  Research  Center] 
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Nevada  Quarter 

Wild  Horses 
Gallop  into 
History 


Wild  Horses  on  the  run,  sagebrush  and  the 
sun  rising  behind  snow-capped  mountains 
grace  the  Nevada  commemorative  quarter- 
dollar  coin,  the  newest  coin  in  the  U.S.  Mint’s 
popular  50  State  Quarters  Program.  United 
States  Mint  Acting  Director  David  Lebryk, 
Nevada  Governor  Kenny  Guinn  and  State 
Treasurer  Brian  Krolicki  launched  the  Nevada 
quarter  on  January  31st  in  Carson  City. 

The  trio  of  wild  horses  galloping  across  the 
Nevada  quarter  captures  the  freedom  of  the 
American  spirit  and  the  bold  and  rugged 
beauty  of  Nevada.  Nevada  is  home  to  more 
than  50%  of  the  nation’s  wild  horses,  and 
they  are  mentioned  in  the  journals  of  settlers 
dating  back  to  the  1 820s.  The  wild  horses 
dominate  the  Great  Basin,  the  vast  deserts 
and  the  more  than  1 50  mountain  ranges. 
Below  the  horses  on  the  coin  is  a banner 
reading  “The  Silver  State”  Nevada’s  nickname. 

Part  of  Nevada  used  to  belong  to  Mexico. 

They  were  at  war  over  the  border  between 
Texas  and  Mexico  and  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  needed  a peace  treaty.  This  Mexican 
land  was  given  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidaigo  and  was  signed 
in  that  village  on  February  2,  1 848.  The 
Mexican  land  given  to  the  United  States  is 
today  California,  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and 
part  of  Colorado,  Nevada,  Texas  and  Utah. 

Nevada  became  a territory  in  1861,  several 
years  after  a Mormon  Battalion  in  the  Mexican 
War  discovered  gold  and  silver  in  the  area  of 
Virginia  City.  This  discovery  would  later  be 
referred  to  as  one  of  the  greatest  mineral 


discoveries,  famously  known  as  the  Comstock 
Lode. 

On  October  31,1 864,  Nevada  became  the 
36th  state  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  and 
the  Nevada  quarter  is  the  36th  coin  in  the  50 
State  Quarters  Program. 

Following  the  launch  ceremony  featuring 
McAvoy  Layne  as  Mark  Twain  and  the  delivery 
of  Nevada  quarters  by  the  Carson  City  Pony 
Express,  Acting  Director  Lebryk,  Governor 
Guinn  and  Treasurer  Krolicki  handed  out  shiny, 
new  Nevada  quarters  to  the  children  in  the 
crowd.  Adults  lined  up  to  exchange  their  bills 
for  $1 0 rolls  of  quarters. 

The  Governor  declared  January  31 , 2006 
through  March  2006  as  a time  to  celebrate 
the  Nevada  quarter  in  the  classroom.  Free 
U.S.  Mint  lesson  plans  about  the  Nevada 
quarter  may  be  downloaded  at 
www.usmint.gov/kids. 

Carson  City  is  one  of  the  few  United  States 
cities  with  the  distinction  of  once  having  an 
operating  branch  of  the  United  States  Mint. 
The  Carson  City  Mint  at  603  North  Carson 
Street  operated  from  1 870  to  1 893  at  the 
peak  of  Nevada’s  silver  mining  boom. 

The  Carson  City  Mint,  with  a mint  mark  of 
“CC”  issued  Double  Eagles,  Half  Eagles,  Trade 
Dollars  and  other  interesting  coins  when  in 
operation.  From  1895  to  1933,  the  building 
served  as  the  United  States  Assay  Office  for 
gold  and  silver.  The  building  was  sold  to  the 
state  of  Nevada  in  1 939. 

★ * ★ 


13 


The  second 
commemorative 
quarter  dollar  coin 
released  in  2006 
honors  Nebraska, 
and  is  the  37th  coin  in  the  United  States 
Mint’s  50  State  Quarters  Program. 


Nebraska 

Quarter 


1 , 2005.  The  Department  of  the  Treasury 
approved  the  design  on  July  20,  2005. 

The  three  other  design  concepts  considered 
during  the  final  selection  process  were  “The 
Capitol”  featuring  a rendition  of  the  architec- 
turally striking  State  Capitol  in  Lincoln;  “The 
Sower.”  depicting  the  figure  that  stands  atop 
the  Nebraska  Capitol,  representing  Nebraska’s 
standing  as  an  agricultural  leader;  and  “Chief 
Standing  Bear”  paying  tribute  to  the  Ponca 
Indian  Chief. 


* * ★ 


Nebraska,  nicknamed  the  “Cornhusker  State” 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  March  1 , 

1 867,  becoming  our  nation’s  37th  state. 
Nebraska’s  quarter  depicts  an  ox-drawn 
covered  wagon  carrying  pioneers  in  the 
foreground  and  Chimney  Rock,  the  natural 
wonder  that  rises  from  the  valley  of  North 
Platte  River,  measuring  445  feet  from  base  to 
tip.  The  sun  is  in  full  view  behind  the  wagon. 
The  coin  also  bears  the  inscriptions  “Ne- 
braska,” “Chimney  Rock”  and  “1867.” 

Chimney  Rock  was  designated  a National 
Historic  Site  on  August  9,  1 956,  and  is 
maintained  and  operated  by  the  Nebraska 
State  Historical  Society. 

Practically  anywhere  travelers  go  in  Nebraska 
they  will  encounter  reminders  of  America’s 
westward  expansion.  The  state  is  criss- 
crossed by  the  Oregon  and  Mormon  Trails, 
the  Pony  Express,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail, 
the  Texas-Ogallala  Trail  and  the  Sidney- 
Deadwood  Trail. 

The  Nebraska  State  Quarter  Design  Commit- 
tee accepted  nearly  6,500  quarter  design 
ideas  from  citizens.  Four  of  these  were 
forwarded  to  the  United  States  Mint  and  were 
used  as  the  basis  for  narrative  designs  that 
were  created  by  United  States  Mint  sculptor- 
engravers  and  artists  in  the  United  States 
Mint’s  Artistic  Infusion  Program.  Nebraska 
Governor  Dave  Heineman  announced  his 
recommendation  of  “Chimney  Rock”  on  June 


Wisconsin  Quarter’s  Flaw 
Likely  Result  of  Human, 
Machine  Error 

[Wisconsin  Rapids  Tribune  article 
submitted  by  Gene  Johnson] 

The  release  of  thousands  of  flawed  Wisconsin 
state  quarters  that  set  off  a buying  frenzy 
and  speculations  of  foul  play,  was  a mistake 
stemming  from  an  ill-timed  lunch  break,  a 
government  investigation  has  found. 

As  many  as  50,000  of  the  faulty  coins,  50 
times  the  amount  earlier  thought,  entered 
circulation  in  2004  after  the  coins  were 
produced  and  bagged  during  an  operator’s 
break  according  to  the  Treasury 
Department’s  Office  of  Inspector  General. 

The  flawed  Wisconsin  coins  which  have  sold 
for  thousands  of  dollars  appear  to  have  an 
extra  leaf  on  the  left  side  of  an  ear  of  corn. 

The  Wisconsin  quarters  went  into  circulation 
in  2004  as  part  of  the  1 0-year  state  quarter 
program  run  by  the  Mint,  an  agency  in  the 
Treasury  Department. 

The  quarters  were  most  likely  produced  as  a 
result  of  machine  or  product  deficiencies,  not 
as  a result  of  an  intentional  act  according  to 
the  report  obtained  by  Gannett  News  Service 
through  a Freedom  of  Information  Act 
request. 
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According  to  the  Report: 

* A press  operator  at  the  Denver  Mint  working  on 
a Friday  night  in  November  2004  noticed 
blemishes  on  coins  produced  at  one  of  the  5 
presses  he  was  operating  . 

* The  operator  stopped  the  machine  and  left  for  a 
meal  break. 

* The  operator  returned  to  see  the  machine  running 
and  assumed  someone  else  changed  the  die. 

* When  conducting  regular  inspections,  the 
operator  realized  the  die  was  not  changed.  The 
press  likely  had  been  operating  for  90  minutes, 
and  thousands  of  coins  were  “commingled”  with 
unblemished  quarters. 

No  one  was  fired  as  a result  of  the  incident. 
Mint  spokeswoman  Becky  Bailey  says  by  the 
time  the  final  error  was  realized,  the  quarters 
were  bagged  and  ready  to  be  shipped.  It 
would  have  been  too  costly  to  separate  the 
blemished  quarters  from  the  good  quarters  by 
hand  or  to  destroy  them. 

“Over  the  years  we  have  greatly  tightened  our 
quality  control  and  this  is  a highly  unusual 
occurrence”  Bailey  says,  noting  that  5 million 
quarters  are  produced  daily  at  the  Denver 
Mint. 

The  flawed  quarters  have  popped  up  mainly  in 
Tucson  and  San  Antonio.  One  set  of  three 
Wisconsin  quarters,  two  flawed  and  one  in 
good  condition,  recently  sold  for  $2,800  on 
eBay. 

Collectors  previously  estimated  that  there 
were  approximately  1 ,000  flawed  quarters. 

But  even  though  the  report  suggests  many 
more  could  be  out  there,  their  value  will  likely 
stay  high,  predicts  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of 
“Coin  World”  and  “Coin  Values”  magazines. 

“Unless  there  is  a hoard  out  there  (that  would 
flood  the  market),  I would  be  very  surprised  if 
it  reduces  the  value  very  much”  she  says. 

* * * 


So  if  the  U.S.  government  determines  that 
it  is  against  the  law  for  the  words  “Under 
God”  to  be  on  our  money,  then  so  be  it... 

And  if  that  same  government  decides  that 
the  “10  Commandments”  are  not  to  be 
used  in  or  on  a government  installation, 
then  so  be  it... 


I say,  “so  be  it”  because  I would  like  to  be 
a law  abiding  U.S.  citizen.  I say  “so  be  it” 
because  I would  like  to  think  that  smarter 
people  than  I are  in  positions  to  make  good 
decisions. 


I would  like  to  think  that  those  people  have 
the  American  public’s  best  interests  at 
heart. 

BUT,  you  know  what  else  I’d  like?... 

Since  we  can’t  pray  to  God...  can’t  trust  in 
God  and  cannot  post  his  commandments  in 
government  buildings,  I don’t  believe  the 
government  employees  should  participate 
in  the  Easter  and  Christmas  celebrations 
which  honor  the  God  that  our  government 
is  eliminating  from  many  facets  of  Ameri- 
can life. 


I’d  like  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  be  in 
session  on  Christmas,  Good  Friday,  Thanks- 
giving and  Easter  as  well  as  Sundays.  After 
all,  its  just  another  day. 

I’d  like  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  not  have  to  worry  about  getting 
home  for  their  “Christmas  Break”.  After 
all,  it’s  just  another  day. 

I’m  thinking  that  a lot  of  my  taxpayer 
dollars  could  be  saved  if  all  government 
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offices  and  services  worked  on  Christmas, 
Good  Friday  and  Easter.  It  shouldn’t  cost  any 
overtime  since  those  would  be  just  like  any 
other  days  of  the  week  to  a government 
that’s  trying  to  be  “politically  correct”. 

In  fact,  I think  that  our  government  should 
work  on  Sundays  (initially  set  aside  for 
worshipping  God...)  because,  after  all,  our 
government  says  that  it  should  be  just 
another  day... 

What  do  you  think? 

If  this  idea  gets  to  enough  people,  maybe  our 
elected  officials  will  stop  giving  in  to  the 
Minority  opinions  and  begin,  once  again,  to 
respect  the  MAJORITY  of  ALL  of  the  American 
people. 

So  be  it...  Please  Dear  Lord,  give  us  the  help 
needed  to  keep  you  in  our  country! 

These  are  definitely  things  I never  thought 
about,  but  from  now  on,  I’ll  be  sure  to  ques- 
tion those  in  government  who  support  these 
changes.  Let’s  see  that  this  message  makes 
its  way  around  the  U.S.A. 

[e-mail  shared  by  Fred  Borgmann] 

★ ★ ★ 
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Pipes  & Tobacco 
Money  From  The  Past 

Ron  Calkins  #34L 

Tobacco  was,  and  still  is,  among 
the  most  significant  plants  in 
the  Native  American’s  collect- 
ion of  medicinal  and  ceremon- 
ial herbs.  Their  pipes  were 
fashioned  from  workable 
stone,  the  most  recogniza- 
ble being  red  Catlinite  from 
Minnesota.  The  stems 
were  made  of  ash  or 
sumac. 

Although  ceremonial 
pipes  were  used  in 
sacred  rituals  and 
highly  revered,  the  use 
of  tobacco  and  pipes  for 
pleasurable  smoking  was  common.  The 
Iroquois  of  the  New  York  area  were  one  of  the 
few  tribes  who  fashioned  pipes  from  clay. 

By  the  mid-1  500s  white  explorers  were 
introduced  to  the  use  of  tobacco  by  the 
Indians.  The  first  written  record  of  the  English 
“clay”  pipe  was  in  1 573.  This  pipe  became 
popular  in  meeting  the  smoking  demands  of 
men,  women  and  children  in  England.  Due  to 
the  cost  and  availability  of  tobacco,  the  early 
bowls  were  small,  with  short  stems.  By  1 580 
the  bowl  size  had  increased  and  taken  on  a 
forward  tilt. 

John  Rolf,  who  had  married  Pocahontas, 
imported  seed  to  the  colonies  from  South 
America  and  the  Caribbean  islands.  By  1614 
this  milder  tobacco  strain  gained  great 
popularity  and  was  soon  imported  to  England. 

In  Barbados  and  the  Leeward  Islands  including 
Bermuda,  tobacco,  sugar  and  cotton  were  the 
earliest  staples  and  served  as  the  principal 
currencies.  From  1 672  until  the  end  of  the 
century,  sugar  served  as  the  principal  cur- 
rency. At  the  same  time  tobacco,  cotton, 
wool  and  indigo  enjoyed  a limited  monetary 


use  and  may  be  considered  quasi-currencies. 

In  1 61 9,  Virginia,  the  Carolinas  and  Maryland, 
tobacco  warehouses  received  tobacco  and 
issued  receipts  that  circulated  as  money.  On 
September  1 6,  1 647,  1 00  pounds  of  sugar 
were  valued  at  16  shillings.  Tobacco  contin- 
ued as  a chief  currency  until  1 864,  after 
which  it  was  gradually  supplemented  by 
specie. 

At  the  end  of  the  1 7th  century  the  tobacco 
producing  colonies  were  almost  completely 
dependent  on  the  one  crop.  Tobacco  was 
processed  in  small  shops,  sometimes  using 
flavorings  such  as  molasses  and  vanilla,  and 
sold  for  smoking  in  clay  or  corn-cob  pipes,  or 
for  chewing. 

After  1 640,  the  bowls  continued  to  increase 
in  size,  with  longer,  mostly  straight  stems. 
But  some  highly  decorated  wooden  pipes 
were  being  produced  by 
hand  carving.  Elegant 
metal  pipe  bowls  were 
also  produced  by  casting 
or  by  stamping. 

Important  changes  in 
clay  pipe  styles  took 
place  in  the  mid-1 700s 
and  the  clay  pipe  had 
taken  on  another 
significance  with  the 
French  fur  trade  in  the 
upper  Midwest.  The 
European  demand  for  furs  and  pelts,  notably 
the  beaver  pelts  had  established  a 1 000  mile 
trade  route  into  the  western  Great  Lakes. 
Critical  to  moving  the  furs  out  and  the  trade 
goods  in  were  the  French-Canadian  voyagers, 
who  were  legendary  canoemen.  After  1 763, 
when  France  had  ceded  Canada  to  England, 
the  North  West  Company  controlled  the 
western  trade.  Carrying  two  90  pound  fur 
packs  on  portage,  and  paddling  huge  25  to 
36  foot  freight  canoes,  these  voyagers 
measured  time  and  distance  in  terms  of  pipe 
breaks.  At  the  signal  to  “allumez”  (light  up), 


Tobacco  in  the  leaf  or  stick  form 
has  served  as  money  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  from  early 
times  to  the  present. 


they  would  take  their  rest  with  a small  clay 
pipe  or  “peep”.  Distances  to  paddle  were 
reckoned  in  intervals  between  “peeps”. 

The  use  of  the  “gin-press”  allowed  thinner, 
smoother  clay  pipes  with  a level  rim,  parallel 
to  the  stem.  The  use  of  the  press  dictated  a 
more  upright  bowl.  Between  1750  and  1 850, 
pipes  on  the  continent  were  being  molded 
with  elaborate  designs  and  motifs,  to  com- 
pete with  meerschaum,  a porous,  light  form 
of  clay  that  could  be  beautifully  carved. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  1 800’s  exact  copies 
of  calabash  and  briar  pipes  were  also  pro- 
duced in  clay.  The  working  man  of  the  time, 
however,  preferred  his  ordinary  short  clay. 
This  demand  fueled  a huge  cottage  industry 
in  cheap,  small  clay  pipes  that  could  be 
comfortably  gripped  between  the  teeth  while 
at  work.  Often  the  long  stem  of  a pipe  was 
broken  off  to  adjust  it  to  the  individual 
smoker’s  needs.  In  the  north  of  England 
these  short  clays  were  referred  to  as  “nose 
warmers.” 

Several  states  produced  excellent  crops  and 
adopted  tobacco  as  a legal  tender,  with 
varying  degrees  of  success.  Warehouses  were 
set  up  to  receive  tobacco  and  issued  receipts 
which  circulated  as  money  untill  the  late 
1 700s. 

In  the  early  American  Colonies,  particularly 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  tobacco  became  such 
an  important  cash  crop  that  it  was  actually 
made  legal  tender  by  the  Virginia  government 
in  1 61 9.  That  is,  the  government  accepted 
tobacco  in  payment  for  taxes  and  other  fees. 
After  several  years  everybody  was  growing 
their  own  patch  of  “money”  in  their  backyard. 

In  Virginia  and  Maryland  overproduction  and 
adulteration  soon  caused  serious  problems, 
and  early  in  1 633,  its  status  as  legal  tender 
was  nullified  in  Virginia.  In  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Carolinas,  tobacco  was 
only  one  of  the  many  concurrent  medias  of 
exchange,  circulating  alongside  such  items  as 
wheat,  corn,  pork  and  beef,  to  name  a few. 

In  New  York,  tobacco  shared  honors  with 
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beaver  pelts,  and  the  majority  of  judgments 
in  law  suites  could  be  rendered  in  tobacco  or 
other  currency. 

The  fur  traders  had  established  a 1 000  mile 
trade  route  into  the  western  Great  Lakes. 
Critical  to  moving  the  furs  out  and  the  trade 
goods  in  were  the  French-Canadian  voyagers, 
who  were  legendary  canoemen.  By  the  mid- 
1 700’s  the  clay  pipe  had  taken  on  another 
significance  with  the  French  fur  trade  in  the 
upper  Midwest.  After  1 763,  when  France  had 
ceded  Canada  to  England,  the  North  West 
Company  controlled  the  western  trade. 
Carrying  two  90  pound  fur  packs  on  portage, 
and  paddling  huge  25  to  36  foot  freight 
canoes,  these  voyagers  measured  time  and 
distance  in  terms  of  pipe  breaks.  At  the 
signal  to  “allumez”  (light  up),  they  would  take 
their  rest  with  a small  clay  pipe  or  “peep”. 
Distances  to  paddle  were  reckoned  in  inter- 
vals between  “peeps”. 

By  the  mid-1 700’s  the  clay  pipe  had  taken  on 
another  significance  with  the  French  fur  trade 
in  the  upper  Midwest.  Pipes  were  traded  to 
the  Indians  for  beaver  pelts  and  furs  were 
used  for  the  stove  pipe  hats  so  popular  in 
America  and  Europe  at  that  time  --  remember 
Abe  Lincoln  wore  such  a hat. 

Trading  with  the  Indians  continued  to  use 
tobacco  until  the  Hudson  Bay  blanket  estab- 
lished itself  as  the  main  standard  of  value. 
Thus  pipes,  tobacco,  beaver  pelts  and  other 
furs  along  with  wool  blankets  served  as  trade 
goods  or  “money.”  Today’s  pipe  smoker 
doesn’t  use  clay  pipes,  he  uses  the  meer- 
schaum and  briar  pipes  found  in  all  tobacco 
stores  and  his  wife  buys  woolen  blankets  at 
J.C.  Pennys. 

[references: 

Odd  & Curious  Money  by  Charles  Opitz; 

Indian  Trade  Goods  by  Arthur  Woodward; 
Money  of  the  American  Indians  by  Don  Taxay; 
Odd  & Curious  by  Mort  Reed  and  other 
miscellaneous  sources.] 


Stone  Faces 

by  Gene  Johnson  #1  05L 

Last  summer  we  returned  from  a visit  to  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota,  and  the  giant 
Mount  Rushmore  memorial  dedicated  to  our 
famous  past  presidents. 

Looking  upon  the  stony  icons,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  only  3 of  the  4 were  represented  on 
United  States  coinage. 

Putting  the  four  presidents  into  a pecking 
order,  and  adding  coinage  portraits  of  Franklin 
Roosevelt,  Ben  Franklin,  John  Kennedy, 

Dwight  Eisenhower,  Susan  Anthony  and 
Sacagawea,  an  analysis  can  be  created  as  to 
why  the  face  of  each  is  “used”  on  United 
States  coinage. 

First  a look  at  Mount  Rushmore. 

Historically  speaking,  Lincoln  is  revered  as  our 
greatest  president,  but  is  given  4th  position 
at  Rushmore,  with  the  “Father  of  our  Coun- 
try” George  Washington  commanding  the 
most  prominence  and  visibility  in  stone. 

However,  coinage  wise,  Lincoln  commands 
first  place  in  coinage  portrait  inception 
(1909)  as  well  as  coinage  longevity,  (96 
years)  followed  then  by  Washington  and 
Thomas  Jefferson. 

The  threatened  Jefferson  portrait  on  the  five 
cent  piece  received  a new  lease  on  life  in 
recent  years  with  a series  of  commemorative 
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reverse  designs  and  an  excellent  21st  century 
facelift.  Many  numismatic  experts  had  felt 
the  Jefferson  coin  design  would  be  next  to  be 
replaced  . 

The  reason  for  past-president  Teddy 
Roosevelt’s  representation  at  Mount 
Rushmore  appears  to  be  more  geographic 
than  achievement  borne.  Roosevelt,  a fine 
president,  elected  twice,  with  good,  but  not 
outstanding  achievement  credentials,  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  the  west...  some  envi- 
ronmentally, some  recreational  (including  a lot 
of  time  in  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota). 

Many  older  people  feel  that  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  should  have  been  on  the  boulders 
of  Mount  Rushmore  rather  than  Teddy,  and 
achievement  wise,  this  is  historically  evident. 

Although  F.D.R.  on  our  dimes  is  not  much 
more  exciting  than  the  portrait  of  Ben 
Franklin,  (I  would  have  liked  to  see  F.D.R. 
pictured  with  his  trademark  long  cigarette 
holder)  Roosevelt  the  man  and  his  achieve- 
ments (albeit  controversial)  arguably  place 
him  among  our  greatest  presidents. 

The  selection  of  Ben 
Franklin  for  portraiture 
on  the  50<t  piece  is 
interesting.  Only 
presidents  had  been 
honored  up  to  that 
time.  Franklin,  an 
amazing 
scientist  and 
brilliant  mind, 
was  promi- 
nent but  not  eminent  in  colonial 
constitutional  activities.  The  bland 
side  view  of  Ben  Franklin  is  perhaps 
the  most  mundane  portrait  on 
United  States  coinage  to  date. 

Several  renderings  of  Ben  Franklin  by 
his  namesake  private  mint  are  much 
more  lifelike.  The  short  duration  of 
the  coinage  of  Franklin  may  be 
indicative  of  its  mediocre  design. 

The  advent  of  the  Franklin  half 
resulted  in  the  abandonment  of  the 


lovely  design  of  the  walking  liberty  half 
dollar,  considered  by  veteran  numismatists 
to  be  second  only  in  beauty  to  the  Saint 
Gaudens  $20  gold  design. 

John  Kennedy  had  only  his  blood  to  acclaim 
him,  young,  charismatic  and  popular,  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act  has  shown  his 
election  and  term  in  office  were  tainted  and 
without  significant  historical  note.  His 
lifestyle,  even  by  the  forgiving  standards  of 
the  1 960s,  was  reprehensive  and  morally 
corrupt. 

The  Eisenhower  Dollars  are  pretty  much 
commemorative  in  nature.  Eisenhower,  a 
popular  8-year  president  had  plenty  of 
significant  national  accomplishments,  but 
the  large  metal  “Ike”  dollar  failed  to  even 
slightly  threaten  the  popular  paper  dollar. 

Attempts  to  replace  the  paper  dollar 
continued  ad  nauseam  with  the  quarter 
dollar-sized  Susan  B.  Anthony  coin.  Not 
accepted  by  the  American  public  in  1979- 
1981,  it  was  completely  ignored  in  1 999. 
This  politically  correct  Anthony  coin  will,  in 
my  opinion,  be  melted  down  in  the  future 
rather  than  taking  up  storage  space  at  the 
Federal  banks  (vending  machine  operators 
not  withstanding). 

The  Sacagawea  dollar  was  an  unbelievable 
“third  strike”  in  the  effort  to  foist  off  one 
dollar  coins  on  the  American  public. 

The  “national  design  compe- 
tition” and  gold  color  of  the 
coins  were  supposed  to  be 
public  stimulators,  but  this 
third  metal  dollar  coin  of  the 
21  st  century  was  not  an 
acceptable  reality. 

Now,  fellow  numismatists, 
this  analysis  must  question 
how  much  the  politically 
connected  coin  collecting 
fraternity  contributed  to  the 
Ben  Franklin  design  and  the 
more  recent  sad,  expensive, 
and  short-lived  metal  dollar 
coin  fiascos! 
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Milwaukee  Shell-Card  — Goldsmith  & Company 

by  Tom  Casper  #982 


Embossed  or  shell-card  medals  are  one  of  the 
most  neglected  series.  They  are  seldom  seen 
or  written  about.  Perhaps  it  is  because  there 
are  so  few  remaining  or  maybe  it  is  because 
they  don’t  have  the  words  “Civil  War”  attached 
to  them...  or  maybe  they  were  just  made  in  low 
mintages.  They  were  made  from  1 866  to  1876 
with  most  of  the  dated  pieces  bearing  an  1 867 
or  1 868  date.  Some  of  the  issuers  of  shellcards 
also  produced  Civil  War  tokens. 

Shellcards  are  made  from  two  embossed,  thin, 
brass  shells,  which  were  filled  with  cardboard. 
Some  are  made  from  just  one  shell.  The 
obverse  shell  would  typically  have  a Liberty 
Head  or  Seated  Liberty  and  a date  representing 
the  year  of  issue.  On  the  reverse  would  be  the 
advertisement  on  the  cardboard  or  shell.  These 
medals  are  fragile  when  compared  to  Civil  War 
tokens,  which  is  maybe  why  so  few  survived. 

A recent  listing  of  these  in  the  TAMS  (Token 
and  Medal  Society)  Journals  from  October  2005 
and  December  2005  showed  900+  different 
merchants  issued  them.  Rarely  will  you  find 
these  little  bits  of  history  locally.  They  are 
usually  found  only  at  larger  coin  shows  or  in 
major  auctions.  While  most  were  issued  in 
states  out  east,  nine  merchants  in  Wisconsin 
(Milwaukee,  Portage,  Racine  and  Sheboygan) 
issued  these  advertising  gems. 

Due  to  their  scarcity,  I have  only  been  able  to 
add  one  of  the  nine  issued  to  my  collection.  It 
is  c^alog  number,  Rulau  #248,  Goldsmith  & Co. 
the  obverse  has  a Liberty  Head  facing  left, 
similar  to  a $20  Liberty  Head  Double  Eagle,  with 
the  date  of  1 868.  The  reverse  reads  “Gold- 
smith & Co.  Carpets,  Oil  Cloths,  Curtain  Goods, 
Bedding  & C.,  354  & 356  Main  St.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.”  It  was  originally  gilt,  34mm,  with  a plain 
edge.  The  Goldsmith  & Co.  piece  is  one  of  four 
Milwaukee  merchants  who  issued  shellcards. 
Research  showed  the  younger  Goldsmith  was  an 
active  community  leader,  often  mentioned  in 
newspaper  stories  that  provided  abundant 


information  on  the  company,  which  I can 
share  with  you. 

Joseph  Goldsmith  and  his  son,  Bernard, 
formed  Goldsmith  & Co.  in  Milwaukee  in 
1 867.  Joseph  was  born  in  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  1 849  and  first  settled  in  Port 
Washington.  He  arrived  in  Milwaukee  in 
1867.  ' 

Bernard  was  born  on  May  1 9,  1 842  in 
Germany  and  came  to  America  with  his 
father’s  family  in  1 852.  He  received  his 
primary  education  in  Germany,  which  was 
completed  in  Wisconsin  at  high  schools  in 
Port  Washington,  Racine  and  Milwaukee.  It 
was  1 862  when  he  came  to  Milwaukee  and 
engaged  in  the  commission  business.  In 
1 867  he  joined  his  father  in  the  carpet 
trade. 

The  company  was  the  largest  business  in 
wholesale  and  retail  carpets,  home  furnish- 
ings goods  and  bedding  of  any  firm  in  the 
state  and  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the 
northwest.  During  the  next  25  years  the 
business  moved  a number  of  times.  It 
started  out  on  Main  Street,  the  address  on 
the  medal  with  its  final  location  on  E. 
Wisconsin  Avenue. 


obv.  of  Goldsmith  & Co. 
shellcard  dated  1 868. 
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rev.  “Goldsmith  & Co.  Carpets,  Oil  Cloths,  curtain  Goods, 
bedding  & C.  354  & 356  Main  St.  Milwaukee,  WIs.” 

Joseph  died  at  home  on  May  1 7,  1 877.  His 
death  notice  described  him  as  a “Prominent 
and  pioneer  businessman  with  a business 
career  of  25  years.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
business  talent  and  highly  esteemed  by  the 
entire  community”.  It  listed  his  two  sons, 
Bernard  and  Julius  and  3 daughters. 

Bernard  continued  the  prospering  business 
after  his  father  died.  The  April  22,  1 878 
edition  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel  described 
Goldsmith  & Co.  as  “an  elegant  store  at  355 
and  357  E.  Water  Street,  consisting  of  4 
stories  and  a basement.  They  display  a stock 
replete  with  every  article  required  by  the 
most  fastidious  buyer”.  Bernard  made  trips 
out  east  to  purchase  goods  for  the  store, 
including  imported  rugs  according  to  newspa- 
per briefs.  The  Milwaukee  Sentinel  also 
reported  that  Bernard  became  a director  of 
the  Humane  Society  (for  the  prevention  of 
child  abuse)  in  1 884  and  1 888.  In  1 887  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
For  the  1 889  G.A.R.  National  Convention  in 
Milwaukee,  attended  by  Gen.  William 
Tecumseh  Sherman,  Goldsmith  & Co.  provided 
a loom  at  the  Exposition  Building.  Two 
experts  from  New  York  operated  it  and  made 
Grand  Army  rugs  for  the  crowds.  On  January 
11,1 890,  Bernard  became  a stockholder  in 
the  Exposition  Building. 


In  1 892,  due  to  crowded  conditions  in  the 
store,  Bernard  built  an  8-story  office  building 
and  store  at  141-145  Wisconsin,  which  later 
became  the  address  of  425  E.  Wisconsin 
Avenue.  It  was  appropriately  named  the 
Goldsmith  Building.  The  building  retained  that 
name  until  1 982  when  it  was  razed  for  the 
present  41 1 Building.  Bernard  is  last  listed  in 
the  1 897  Milwaukee  City  Directory.  The 
business  is  last  listed  in  the  1 901  Milwaukee 
City  Directory  with  the  proprietor  being 
Alexander  Goldsmith. 

Although  their  namesake  building  is  gone,  the 
medal  shown  here  remains  as  a tribute  to 
these  immigrants  who  successfully  estab- 
lished a flourishing  post  Civil  War  business, 
and  to  the  son  who  became  a leader  in  the 
Milwaukee  business  community  for  many 
years. 
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Nos.  354  and  856  Main  Street,-1' 
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CARPETS, 

OILED  AND  ENAMELED  CLOTHS, 
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Drapery,  Window  Shades, 

LINEN  GOODS, 

Bedding,  Mattresses,  Feathers, 
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PRICES  AS  LOW  AS  ANY  HOUSE  IN  THE  WEST. 
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PATENT  ELASTIC  SPONGE,  FOR  BEDDING 

AND  UPHOLSTERY, 

MILWAUKEE,  - - WISCONSIN. 
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Goldsmith  & Co.  advertisement  from 
Nos.  354  & 355  Main  Street,  Milwaukee 
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Coin  in  China  Could  Unearth 
Ancient  Trade 

[Denver  Gazette  article 
submitted  by  Leon  Saryan] 

A Byzantine-era  gold  coin  was  unearth  in 
northwestern  China  which  reinforced  theories 
that  the  region  was  a key  part  of  the  ancient 
East-West  trade  route. 

The  Roman  coin,  weighing  eight-hundredths 
of  an  ounce  was  excavated  in  2002  from  a 
tomb  in  Xiangride  township  in  Dulan  County  in 
Quinghai  province  according  to  the  Commu- 
nist Party’s  People  Daily  newspaper. 

The  paper  quoted  Xu  Xinguo  head  of  the 
Quighai  Cultural  Relics  and  Archaeology 
Research  Institute. 

Xu-s  assistant,  Liu  Baoshan  said  the  coin  was 
found  under  a skull  in  the  tomb  of  an  ethnic 
Tubo  and  appeared  to  date  from  408-450. 

The  Tubos  were  ancestors  of  modern  Tibet- 
ans from  the  Northern  Dynasties  of  386-550. 

It  is  the  second  ancient  Roman  coin  found  in 
the  country.  Xu  said  archaeologists  consid- 
ered the  area  might  have  been  an  alternative 
main  route  to  the  Silk  Road,  the  land  corridor 
that  linked  China  with  central  and  western 
Asia  and  the  Mediterranean  from  1 00  B.C.  to 
A.D.  800. 

Most  scholars  say  the  route  entered  China’s 
far  northwestern  Xinjiang  province  through 
present-day  Lanzhou  city,  in  the  neighboring 
Gansu  province.  But  Xu  said  several  recent 
archaeological  finds  in  Tubo  tombs  have 
shifted  attention  west  of  Lanzhou  to  Dulan 
County. 

A paralledl  road  to  Xinjiang  through  the 
Qinghai’s  Qaidam  Basin  may  have  been  an 
equally  important  path. 

Silver  coins  from  ancient  Persia  found  in  the 
region  in  recent  years  are  further  evidence  of 
its  significance,  Liu  said.  Persia  is  now  Iran. 


Wisconsin’s  Territorial 
Centennial 

[ref.  book:  “Collectable  American  Coins” 
by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett] 

This  coin  celebrates  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  government  in  Wisconsin  in  1836. 
The  models  for  the  commemorative  were 
prepared  by  David  Parsons,  an  art  student  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  finished 
design  is  by  Benjamin  Hawkins,  a New  York 
artist,  who  considerably  altered  Parson’s 
design. 

The  obverse  depicts  a badger,  which  is  the 
state  animal.  In  the  background  there  are 
three  arrows  and  an  olive  branch,  referring  to 
the  Indian  wars. 


The  badger  on  the 
obverse  of  this 
Wisconsin  commemo- 
rative is  the  state’s 
emblem  because  the 
lead  miners  who  first 
settled  the  state  lived 
in  dugout  burrows  like 
badgers. 


The  Wisconsin 
territorial  seal  on 
this  coin’s  reverse 
shows  a pickaxe 
ready  to  bite  into 
a pile  of  lead  ore. 
This  image  refers 
to  the  immigration 
of  more  than 
2,500  miners  to 
southwestern 
Wisconsin  in  the 
early  1 830s. 
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Jean  Nicolet  was  the  first  French  explorer  to 
travel  through  Wisconsin.  Other  traders  and 
Christian  missionaries  followed,  and  the  area 
became  part  of  New  France.  It  was  ceded  to 
the  British  at  the  end  of  the  French  and  Indian 
Wars.  In  1 783  the  United  States  acquired  the 
land  as  part  of  the  peace  settlement  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  During  the  Black  Hawk 
War  in  1 832,  the  Indians  were  driven  out,  and 
Wisconsin  soon  became  a territory. 


Denominaton: 
Date  issued: 
Number  issued: 
Original  Price: 
Designers 


Half  dollar 
1936 
25,000 
$1.50 

David  Parsons  & 
Benjamin  Hawkins 


★ ★ ★ 


St.  Patrick  Coins  of  New  Jersey 

[ref.  Collectible  American  Coins] 

When  Mark  Newby  emigrated  to  America 
from  Dublin  in  November  1681,  he  brought 
with  him  1 4,400  copper  tokens  that  had 
been  made  in  London  about  1 0 years  earlier. 
These  pieces  were  intended  to  circulate  in 
Ireland  and  feature  St.  Patrick  on  one  side  and 
the  English  king  playing  a harp  on  the  other. 
No  one  knows  how  Newby  ended  up  with  this 
cache,  but  when  he  presented  the  New  Jersey 
General  Assembly  with  a proposal  to  circulate 
the  pieces,  they  were  elated. 


Jersey.  Two  sizes  went  into  circulation,  but 
only  the  worth  of  one  coin,  the  halfpenny, 
had  been  designated.  Whether  the  assembly 
intended  the  larger  or  the  smaller  coin  to 
circulate  as  a half-penny  is  unclear,  and  the 
coins  themselves  have  no  denominations. 

The  smaller  pieces,  which  are  known  as 
farthings,  may  have  circulated  as  half-pennies 
and  the  larger  coins  as  pennies.  In  the 
colonies  coins  were  often  valued  at  twice  the 
going  rate  of  similar  coins  in  England. 


A brass  plug  was 
imbedded  into  St. 
Patrick  coppers 
to  make  them 
difficult  to 
counterfeit. 


Dates  struck:  c.  1670-1675 
Date  Issued  1 682 
Denominations  Farthing  and  halfpenny 

* * * 


In  May  1 682  the  assembly  declared  the  St. 
Patrick  coppers  legal  tender  for  use  in  New 


The  phrase  Ecce 
crex  above  St. 
Patrick’s  head 
means  “behold  the 
flock,”  referring  to 
the  crowd  of 
followers  gathered 
around  the  bishop. 
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Coin  Show  Information 

{Please  Print} 

Date 


Show  Information  for 

Coin  Show  Date(s) 
Hours: 
Location: 
Address: 
City/State: 

Number  of  Tables: 


Show  Contact  Person 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
e-mail: 


Information  completed  by: 
Address: 

Phone: 

e-mail: 


Coin  Club. 


Return  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
P.0.  Box  1 55 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


24 


Coin  Club  Meeting  Information 

{Please  Print} 

Date  


Coin  Club  Name: 

Coin  Club  Meets: 
When: 

Time: 

Location: 

Address: 

City/State 


Name  of  Club  Contact: 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone:  

e-mail  


Information  completed  by: 
Address: 


Phone: 

e-mail 
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Return  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
P.O.  Box  1 55 
Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


Coin  Club  Meetings 

Antioch,  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  each  month  at 
Antioch  Library,  757  Main  St,  Antioch,  IL.  Contact:  James 
Koutsoures  847-395-0599. 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  8:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
the  School  Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St.,  Rice 
Lake.  Contact  Barron  County  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  256, 
Chetek,  Wl  54728. 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in 
basement  of  E.C.  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  1st  Ave.  in  Eau 
Claire.  E-mail  54701.com/coinclub  or  Chippewa  Valley 
Coin  Club,  PO  Box  30,  Rock  Falls,  Wl  54764.. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 
Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren  Sr. 
Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  7:00  traders;  8:00 
business  meeting.  Contact  Gary  Schauls,  2702  150th 
St.,  Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Ph.  715-472-2002. 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the  Senior 
Center  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact  Fond  du 
Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Prime  Time  Club,  11150  Valley  Road,  Menasha. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  (except 
July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha.  Contact:  Jerry 
Binsfeld  262-657^653. 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 
Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Silverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in 
West  Bend.  Youth  meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave 
Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  the  1 st  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Warren  Township  Library,  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL. 
Contact:  Leslie  Hanulla  847-662-1955. 

Lakeland  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  6:45  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  Lakeland  Senior  Center,  Woodruff,  Wl.  Contact  Paul 
Engwall  715-358-5400. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in 
Zimbrick  Buick  Community  meeting  room.  Contact  Tom 
Galway.  Phone  608-238-1722. 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is  held 
in  February.  Contact  Al  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in 
Wauwatosa  (use  #2  entrance,  east  side  of  mall).  Contact 
Bruce  Benoit,  PO  Box  210064,  Milwaukee,  53221. 

Phone:  414-282-8128. 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein  Supper 
Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club 

Contact  the  club  at  P.O.  Box  126,  Rhinelander,  Wl  54501. 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  Rose  Harms  Legion  Post, 
1540  13th  Ave.  in  Grafton.  (Youth  mtg.  6:30;  General  mtg. 
7:00.  Contact  Ozaukee  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  832, 
Cedarburg,  Wl  53012. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  Sturtevant,  across 
from  the  Amtrack  Depot.  Contact  George  Conrad 
262-634-0833. 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club 

Contact:  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  c/o  Darrell  Schultz,  P.O. 
Box  294,  Cherry  Valley,  IL  61016. 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  every  other  Tuesday  at  Maple  Lanes,  3107 
S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact  Sheboygan  Coin 
Club,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  Wl  53081 . 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
St.  Roman’s  Parish  Office,  1710  W.  Bolivar  Ave.  in 
Milwaukee.  Contact  Walter  Weis  414-384-7966. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445  Madison 
St.,  Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300  Avalon 
Drive,  Waukesha,  Wl  53186. 

Wisconsin  Dells  Area  Numismatic  Group 
Meets  the  4th  Sunday  of  each  month  at  Chula  Vista 
Resort,  Wis.  Dells.  6:30  social  hour;  7:00  presentation. 
Contact  Joe  Kaminski  608-254-7908. 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
the  Liberty  Bell  Coin  Shop,  130  N.  3rd  Ave.,  Wausau. 
Contact  Thad  Streeter,  715-355-5437  or 
Bryn  Kruse  715-842-9226. 
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Brokering  * Appraising  * Counseling 
Buying  and  Selling 
Rare  Coins  * Silver  * Collections 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 


Gold  * Diamonds  * Scrap 


Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 


VOECKS1 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN 


A Division  of  Voecks  Ent  Inc. 


Fritz  Voecks,  Pres 


103  E.  Kimberly  Ave. 
Kimberly,  Wl  54136-1402 
Office  (920)731-5451 
FAX  (920)788-3792 

e-mail  fritz@foxvcoin.co 


Buy  / Sell  / Trade 
U.S.  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  254  Randy  Miller 

Oshkosh,  Wl  Phone  920-231-6161 

54903-0254  FAX  920-231  -61 22 


Heads  or  Tails  You  Win  With... 


American 

Rarities 


We  Pay  Top  Dollar 
For  Your 
Coin  Collections 


The  Nation  s #1  Rare  Coin  Royer 


Call  Toll  Free  800-622-5680 

P.O.  Box  11277 
Boulder,  CO  80301 


Coin  Collections  Wanted 

Nation’s  Strongest  Cash  Buyer 
We  buy  almost  everything 
We  Travel 

We’ll  make  you  a serious  offer 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 
(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Gary  Rosencrans 
715-421-0822 


Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.O.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


JIM's  COINS 


Major  buyers  of  all  coins  and  bullion. 
Specializing  in  RARE  COINS, 
mint  ERRORS  and  OLD  RED/BLUE  books. 


American  Rarities  Con  Company 
Get  your  free  information  packet 
Call  Mr.  Zivi  800-622-5680 
warren@americanrarities.com 


Auction  download: 

www.jimscoins.net 

Full  service  coin  store  in  Madison,  Wl. 
Lower  Level,  Hilldale  Mall. 

(608)  233-21  1 8 


27 


NOW 

Officers 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Holds  Life  Memerships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President 

Vice  President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

NOW  News  Editor 

Past  President 

Historian 


Thad  Streeter 
Mike  Schiller 
Bill  Brandimore 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Bill  Brandimore 
Gene  Johnson 


Board  of  Governors  (terms  begin  with  the  2006  NOW  Show) 


2003-2005 

2004-2006 

2005-2007 

Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Yr 

Tom  Casper 

Cliff  Mishler 

Bruce  Benoit 

Business  card 

$ 6 

$20 

Myles  Fenske 

Bill  Oldenburg 

Fred  Borgmann 

1 14  page 

$10 

$35 

Tom  Galway 

RuthAnn  Phillips 

Lee  Hartz 

1 /2  page 

$18 

$60 

Mike  Tramte 

Leon  Saryan 

Full  page 

$30 

$100 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 


Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 


Phone  No. E-Mail  address 

Regular  Membership  $10  Reinstate  Membership  $10  Life  Membership  $125 

Coin  Club  Membership  $10 

Coin  Club  Address 

Send  $10  dues  and  application  to: 

NOW,  PO  Box  1 55,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 


28 


Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW  News  Editor,  PO  Box 
155,  Mazomanie,  W1  53560.  Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show,  dates,  hours, 
number  of  tables  and  your  show/bourse  chairman’s  name,  address  and  phone. 


March  17-19, 2006  - Baltimore  MI) 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention.  Contact  Ed 
Kuszmar  Phone  56 1 -392-855 1 . 

March  19, 2006  - ILNA 

ILNA  Spring  Coin  Show  , East  Peoria  Convention 
(Expo)  Center,  4200  E.  Washington  St.,  East  Peoria,  IL. 
60  tables.  Contact  Dale  Freidinger  Ph.  309-353-6178. 


April  9, 2006  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  51st  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
Wave  Bar  (formerly  Tornado’s),  2350  N.  Casaloma 
Dr.,  near  Fox  Cities  Stadium  Hall  in  Appleton.  Hours: 
9-4  p.m.  40  dealer  tables.  Show  Chm.  James  Bayer, 
P.O.  Box  1981,  Appleton,  WI  54912-1981. 

Phone  920-739-1089. 

April  20-22, 2006  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Show.  Contact:  Walter  Weis. 

Phone:  414-384-7966. 


March  25, 2006  - Green  Bay 

Green  Bay  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  East  Town  Mall, 
2350  E.  Mason  St  40  tables.  Contact  Troy  Leanna,  PO 
Box  10863,  Green  Bay,  84307.  Ph.  920^429-0101. 

March  26, 2006  - Eau  Claire 

Chippewa  Valley’s  40th  annual  coin  show  at  Holiday 
Inn,  2703  Craig  Rd.  22  tables.  Contact:  Roy  Crowell, 
515  S.  Barstow  St.  Ste.  112  Eau  Claire,  WI  54701. 
Phone  7 15-834-7697. 

March  31- April  2,  2006  - Rosemont  IL 

Chicago  International  Coin  Fair  at  Crowne  Plaza,  5440 
North  River  Rd.,  Rosemont,  IL.  Contact  Kevin  Foley 
414-421-3484. 

April  2,  2006  - Milan,  IL 

Quad  City  Coin  Club’s  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show  at 
Milan  Community  center,  Milan  Camden  Park,  US 
Rt.67.  80  dealer  tables.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  Contact  John 
Brixey  Ph.  309-788-8726. 

April  7-9, 2006  - ANA 

American  Numismatic  Assoc.  National  Money  Show  at 
Cobb  Galleria,  2 Galleria  Parkway,  Atlanta  GA. 

Contact  ANA  Convention  Center  7 1 9-632-2646. 


April  23,  2006  - Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Show  at  the  Park  Inn,  2101  N. 
Mountain  Rd.,  Wausau.  Hours:  9-5  pm.  40  dealer 
tables.  Show  chm.  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St., 
Shofield,  WI  54476.  Ph.  715-355-5437. 

April  26-29,  2006  - CSNS 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society’s  67th  Convention 
at  Columbus,  OH.  Contact  Jerry  Lebo,  PO  Box  841 , 
Logansport  IN  46947.  Phone:  574-753-2489. 

May  7, 2006  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Spring  Coin  Show  at  Comfort 
Suites/Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  St.,  Green  Bay. 
Hours:  9-4  p.m.  39  tables.  Bourse  Chm.  Roger  Bohn, 

1 345  Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  543 1 3. 

Phone  920-499-7035. 

May  13, 2006  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  Sheboygan  Falls 
Municipal  Hall,  375  Buffalo  St.,  Sheboygan  Falls. 
Hours:  9-4  p.m.  40  tables  (30  numismatic).  Contact: 
Ed  Rautmann,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  WI  53082. 
Phone:  920-893-5874. 

June  10, 2006  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S. 
Main  St.,  Rice  Lake.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  Bourse  Chair. 
Sue  Peterson,  P.O.  Box  362,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 
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June  17, 2006  - Rhinelander 

Northwoods  Annual  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  James 
Williams  Middle  School,  915  Acacia  Lane.  Hours:  9-5 
p.m.  30-36  tables.  Chm.  Larry  Marten,  3295  Hancock 
Lake  Rd.,  Harshaw,  WI  54529.  Phone  715-282-5636. 
Vice  Chm.  Bill  Julian  Phone  715-277-2692. 

June  22-25, 2006  - Rosemont,  IL 

25  th  annual  Mid  America  Coin  Expo  at  Donald 
Stephens  Convention  Center,  Rosemont,  IL.  Contact 
Kevin  Foley  Ph.  414-421-3484. 

July  2, 2006  - Green  Bay 

Green  Bay  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  East  Town  Mall, 
2350  E.  Mason  St,  Green  Bay.  Ph.  920-429-0101. 

Aug.  16-19, 2006  - Denver  CO 

American  Numismatic  Assoc  1 15th  Anniversary 
Convention.  Contact  ANA  Convention  Center 
Phone:  719-632-2646. 

September  7-10, 2006  - ILNA 

ILNA  State  Coin  Show,  Coungryside,  IL 

September  17, 2006  - Rockford,  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Show.  Rockford,  IL 

October  1, 2006  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  71  st  Coin  Show  at 
the  American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma 
Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  Bourse  Chm.  Dave 
Hunsicker,  248  S.  7th  Ave.,  West  Bend,  WI  53095- 
3221.  Phone  262-338-6064. 

2006  - NOW 

Nicolet  Coin  Club  will  host  the  2006  NOW  show.  Date 
to  be  determined. 

October  15, 2006  - Cedarburg 

Ozaukee  Coin  Show  at  Circle  B Recreation  in 
Cedarburg. 

November  5, 2006  - Madison 

Madison  Area  Fall  Coin  Show  at  Sheraton  Hotel,  John 
Nolen  Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  58  tables. 
Show  Chm.  John  Krueger. 

Phone:  608-834-4100. 

November  11  - Green  Bay 

Green  Bay  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at  East  Town  Mall, 
2350  E.  Mason  SL  Contact:  Troy  Leanna 
Phone  920-429-0101. 


February  18, 2007  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  24th  Annual  Coin 
Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  P.O. 
Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

March  11, 2007  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  38th  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
American  Legion  Hall,  3245  N.  124th  SL  Brookfield. 
Contact:  Forrest  Schumacher  Ph:  262-542-3934. 

March  29-31, 2007  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club’s  43rd  annual  show  at  the 
Four  Points  Sheridan,  Milwaukee. 

May  10-13, 2007  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO 

2007  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  47th  Annual  Show 
hosted  by  Madison  Coin  Club,  (date  to  be  an- 
nounced). 

August  8-12, 2007  - ANA 

Milwaukee,  WI 

February  17, 2008  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  25th  Anniversary 
Coin  Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society, 
PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

April  26-29,  2008  - Central  States 

Convention  at  Donald  E.  Stephens  Convention  Center 
in  Rosemont,  IL. 

August  20-24, 2008  - ANA 

St  Louis,  MO. 

April  29-May  2, 2009  - Central  States 

Convention  at  Cynergy  Center, 

Cincinnati  OH. 

2010  - Central  States 

Milwaukee,  WI. 

Dates  to  be  announced 
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